ABOUT LEICESTER

Leicestershire is characterised by a prosperous and beautiful English county with bustling market towns and picturesque English villages steeped in history and heritage. And, at its heart, the City of Leicester is a truly 21st Century British City where world cultures, vibrant festivals and sporting triumphs blend with great shopping, exciting nightlife and a colourful history. Leicester is a vibrant city with a young and energetic atmosphere brimming with great shops, restaurants, bars, museums and entertainment. 


 

Leicestershire’s central UK location, close proximity to London and excellent links to the motorway and rail networks and airports means that you are never far away from anywhere in the country

The City of Leicester is undergoing a dramatic transformation and is indeed a city for the future. Recently dubbed the “Cinderella City”, this dynamic and cosmopolitan city has embarked on an ambitious and exciting £2 billion investment programme that will see the creation of a new City Centre office quarter next to the railway station, a new shopping centre anchored by a John Lewis department store, a £48 million performing arts centre, city centre town and waterside housing and apartments, a new waterfront and marina development, and the biggest investment in acute health care services outside London.
The County of Leicestershire is a county of enormous diversity. Beautiful rolling fields, rocky crags, winding waterways, ancient woodland, historic country towns and picturesque villages provide the ultimate rural retreat. The eastern and southern parts of the County are every bit as attractive as the Cotswolds, but without the tourist pressure. In the north, the ancient Charnwood Forest creates an upland character reminiscent of the Peak District with drystone walls, heathland landscapes and biodiversity of great interest and importance. In the west, attractive Market Towns such as Market Bosworth also give good access to sites such as Bosworth Battlefield and Twycross Zoo. The major portion of the National Forest (equivalent to an area of 256 sq. km.) is located in north-western Leicestershire, representing a major developing leisure and recreational resource. 

 

There is a good road network to ensure quick and easy travel to work and the area is served by railways radiating out to the north, east, south and south west from Leicester. The area is also well served for schools in the county towns, market towns and village schools. This means you will be spoilt for choice when it comes to deciding where to live.

 

You may prefer one of the County’s lively and stylish county towns, including Loughborough and Hinckley. Alternatively, you may wish to consider a historic market towns, such as Market Harborough, Melton Mowbray, Market Bosworth and Ashby-de-la-Zouch. There are also many sleepy little villages off the beaten track. In fact, there is everything here to suit just about all lifestyles.
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Since Roman times, Leicester has been welcoming people from all over the world. Over 40% of its people are now from ethnic minority backgrounds and that’s not just the Asian community - they are from dozens of other countries including substantial and active Somali and Caribbean communities. Within a few years that number will be 50%, the only place in the UK where that will be the case. 

 

As a result, Leicester is a truly international city of culture & cultures and probably the best example in the UK of a city where it WORKS. The City and surrounding area is well known for the tolerance and harmony which exists between its communities. It’s a unique mix which makes life there very special indeed. Its diversity is obvious in every aspect of City life – shopping, eating out, arts and entertainment, leisure, events & festivals, including the largest Diwali festival outside India and the Caribbean Carnival.  It is also a sporting capital – football, rugby, cricket, horse racing and motor sport. All of this is surrounded by beautiful countryside. 

This information was taken from www.relocateleicester-shire.gov.uk with their kind permission.
